reverbrates with Gandhian philosophy and ideology of nationalism of 1950's.
Belinsky wrote, "The secret of a people's nationality lies not in its clothing or cuisine but in its, so to say, manner of understanding things. To correctly portray a society, one must first comprehend its essence, its peculiarity -and the only way that can be achieved is, by actually learning and philosophically assessing the sum total of rules governing and upholding that society" (Belinsky, 1955, p.443) . It is the quality of being able to penetrate into the essence of things that Narayan fully possesses, and can hence express in his works the innermost depth and pulse of his native society's life. The throbbing of the country's political pulse can be one of the signs revealing the innermost life of India.
R.K.Narayan's autobiography My Days(1973) helps to interpret his real life, although he was away from national or international politics like his characters, he was still in fear. Narayan has always expressed his abhorrence for politics and political movements. But his mind was greatly impressed by the Second World War situation with the attack on Pearl
Harbour and Gandhiji's non-violent agitation for India's independence. He had his involvement in the nationalist fervor during his school days when he had joined the Besant Scouts and had taken an oath to serve not God,Crown and Country SrinivasaIyengar has rightly pointed out that Gandhi is too big to be given a minor part and "the best thing for the contemporary novelist would be to keep Gandhi in the background" so as to make "his influence felt indirectly" (Parvathi, 1979) . R.K. Narayan has introduced Gandhi as a warm and compassionate human being who touches two young lives. Here, it needs to be emphasized that as an accomplished artist, Narayan need not debate the pros and cons of Gandhian ideology in an obvious manner. To Gandhi, national realization included the ending of political subjection and economic degradation, the removal of social inequalities and abuses like untouchability,caste arrogance, occupational prejudices etc, the reform of education and giving new life to language and literature. There were of course, largely inter-related problems,though they had to be attacked individually also.
Narayan has depicted the neglected caste of the South India and their suffering Gandhi had launched the nationwide campaign. Narayan in his "Malgudi World" accepts this issue skillfully. Narayan has not clearly mentioned, Bharati's social and family background, but he mentions how after the death of her parents she was adopted by the local Sewak Sangh. And, she remains the Gandhian worker upto the end of the novel. Narayan has depicted untouchables of "Malgudi" which creates the real picture of untouchables of that era. He has depicted the untouchables' colony, which is situated on the bank of a river where Gandhi prefers to live with the scavengers in their huts as a member of their family. He identifies himself as scavenger and also tells other orthodox
Hindus to repent on their inhuman deeds towards untouchables.Gandhian thoughts are appropriately interwoven in this novel. Narayan depicts that Gandhi addresses the people of Malgudi. The people greet him with raising hands and clapping. Gandhi says to them, "I want to see unity in it" (Narayan, 2008, p.27 ). In the public meeting of Malgudi, Gandhi speaks on untouchability and caste. Everybody gathered there listens silently. There he also speaks on "Khaddar" and inspires people to use it. Weavers and weaving profession were considered untouchable but Gandhi tried to convince the orthodox Hindus to change their wrong attitude towards both. Narayan fictionalizes the way in which Gandhi tried to divert the orthodox Hindus' mind on Harijan issue.
His preference for "Khaddar" was actually a plea for India's village industries because, he thought they would avoid the exploitation and misery inherent in large scale factory production. Gandhi is seen spinning at various points. There are various references to "spinning wheel" in the novel:
The Mahatma said, "Nowadays I generally get up an hour earlier in order to be able to do this: spinning a certain Bharati's father died during this movement. People like Gorpad are there who remarks: "I will not rest till British are sent out of India" (Narayan, 2008,p.75 ). Whole novel is suffused with such ideas. The sole objective of Gandhi's mass movements was to arouse all-India consciousness, the first requisite of the growth of national identity. These movements resulted in the mass splurge of people which has been depicted in the novel.
Gandhi's "Swadeshi Movement" was aimed at embracing all that was swadeshi, and hence English being a foreign language came under the scrutiny of this movement. The use of the English lmanguage by the Indians was often denounced, and Hindi was seen as a possible substitute. In his novel Waiting for the Mahatma, Narayan has made Gandhi declare that he will not deliver his lecture in English because, "It's the language of our rulers. It has enslaved us" (Narayan, 2008,p.27).
Sriram becomes "an accredited member of the group". This takes him to villages and educates him in the realities of the village life where he sees hungry men and women with skin stretched over their bones. In an unobtrusive way Narayan touches on the basic issue of Gandhian Campaign, the colonial exploitation during the Second World War. Forests and fields were plundered to keep the British war machinery going. There is no food due to famine. The Second World
War being fought in Europe has its repercussions here. Indian villagers are not bombedbut the wagons carry timber, corn and able-bodied men to Britain thus exploiting Indian resources for their own benefit.
Sriram's participation in the terrorist activities that lands him in jail, convinces him of the rightness of the Gandhian path. This also gives Narayan a reason to present two different ideological points of view-Gandhian and www.tjprc.org editor@tjprc.org
Marxist-representing non-violence and violence respectively. It is significant that chastened by the jail experiences. Sriram finally submits himself to Gandhian philosophy.
Waiting for the Mahatma bears a clear imprint of the Gandhian influence, which has revolutionized the very social structure of our otherwise fossilized social life. Gandhi's psychological, rather than physical presence in the novel lends a mythical aura. Since Gandhi appears only twice in the novel. One cannot, but appreciate the subtle way in which Narayan has portrayed India with inherent nationalistic feelings in him. With an unmistakable authenticity of tone and treatment he deals with nationalism.
